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Fulfilled
Week 17: Matthew 15:32-16:28
All handouts available at www.nathangilmour.com
Matthew 15:32-39 is another miraculous feeding episode, and this one again seems to emphasize the apostles’ involvement.  What path does the bread follow in its miraculous multiplication, and in what sense is this actually a semeion/miracle?
Matthew 16:1-12 (we’re going to treat that block of text as one complex episode) shows the difficulties that the apostles still have in understanding Jesus.  How does Jesus respond to his chief rivals, the Pharisees and Sadducees, and what warning does he give his disciples about them?  How do they initially take his counsel, and what do they eventually realize?
Matthew 16:13-20 is the most famous account of the “Who do you say that I am?” episode.  Where are the disciples when this happens, and what range of answers do they first provide to the question?  What political connotations would the two parts of Peter’s answer have held in the first century that our own “religious” readings of such things might miss?

What comes of Peter, the rock, in Matthew 16:21-28?  Where else has the gospel of Matthew used the “rebuke” verb, and who in the Old Testament has called someone “Satan”?  (Hint: it’s in 2 Samuel 19, and English Bibles usually translate the Hebrew ha-satan rather than transliterating it.)  How does Jesus use this moment to warn the apostles of coming troubles, and what should we make of the strange promise that he makes in 16:28?
