Revelation: Promises for a Dangerous World

Week 7: Revelation 12-13
All handouts will be available at http://www.nathangilmour.com under the “Church Teaching” tab

Gilmour's Four Rules for Reading Revelation

1. Always look for a reference to the Old Testament.  (Footnotes are your friends.)

2. Always ask what a first-century audience would have heard.

3. Always look for a promise, not a threat, from God.

4. Always think of yourself as overhearing God's words to the first-century Christians.

Apocalyptic Christmas (Revelation 12)

In Revelation 12:1-6 John sees a new vision, one in which new visual images appear.  What Old Testament clues does the new vision lend to ascertain the identity of the child?  Of the dragon?  Of the woman?
What figure joins the fray in Revelation 12:7-12?  Where has our first-century Christian seen this figure before?  How ambiguous is the dragon’s identity at this point?  How does the ensuing song relate the faithful to the grand scheme of God’s actions?
To what does the dragon turn its attention in 12:13-17?  Who is this woman, and who are her many children?

A Real Monster and a False Prophet (Revelation 13)
What apocalyptic figure arises in Revelation 13:1-10?  What Old Testament echoes are happening here?  What sorts of blasphemies surround this beast?
What sort of vision becomes the beast’s counterpart in Revelation 13:11-18?  What mixture of parts is at play here, and what theories are there about the number of the beast?  In the context of Revelation 13, how hidden or how obvious is “the mark of the beast”?
